
Rec Parents- post Pre K option- age vs grade registration choice 
 
As your child graduates our Pre-k program, we wanted to share some information which may impact 
you in the future. 
 
In Kindergarten through 2nd grade, and then throughout the remainder of the Recreation level of 
Hartwell soccer, we register our players by their grade. This means our players play on teams with 
children in their school classes.  
 
Eventually, players make a decision to either stay in the Recreation program or play in our Travel 
program.  For players who enjoy playing soccer and are looking to develop their skill, travel soccer is the 
next step for them.  However, our Travel program follows U.S. Soccer rules which dictate a slightly 
different age format:  instead of grouping players by grade, they are grouped by birth year.   
 
That difference does not affect the vast majority of our players.  For example, most children enrolled in 
Kindergarten this school year were born in 2012.  But, for a small number of players who were born late 
in the year, their parents may have made the decision to delay starting school until the next academic 
year.  So, in the above example, there are some players who were born in 2011 in Kindergarten this 
year. 
 
Why does this matter to you now? 
 
For most players, the decision to try out for Travel soccer happens at the end of 2nd grade and they start 
playing in 3rd grade (which is called U9 in Travel).  But for the small number of players mentioned above, 
the players who delayed the start of school due to late birthdays, the decision happens a year earlier 
because U.S. Soccer requires that they play with players who share their birth year (regardless of grade). 
 
If you think Travel soccer may be in your child’s future, and your child is a member of that group, then 
you should consider having your child play with their proper age group starting now.  In the past we 
have had children go from 1st Grade soccer to U9 soccer, this is a huge jump from 3v3 games to 7v7 
organized soccer.  
 
We’ve also had 2nd Grade players miss U9 and go straight to U10 soccer due to their birth year, again 
there is a difficult transition from Rec soccer to U10 competitive soccer. 
 
Our Director of Coaching Dan Sidebottom recommends that post Pre-K our players should play in their 
birth year group rather than grade. This way the children will make friends in their birth year group right 
from the beginning of their Hartwell experience. Whereas the children who wish to play Travel and who 
stay with their grade, not birth year, will have a disruption in their social experience as they will be 
forced to make new friends at U10.  Furthermore, they will be technically and tactically behind in their 
soccer development as they miss a year of soccer at U9.  
 
This will not affect children who want to continue with Rec Soccer, which is perfect for children who 
want to enjoy the game of soccer and it be social with classmates.  
 
 
 
 


